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Whale Sharks in the Al Shaheen – Offshore 
Participation in Science



 80 km offshore Qatar

 300,000 bbls oil per day

 1/3 of Qatar's oil production  

 9 platform locations

 2 of the world largest storage tankers 

(FSOs)

Al Shaheen: Qatar’s largest offshore oil field
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The Al Shaheen Oil Field – Biodiversity hotspot? 

Al Shaheen Oil field 2012 Al Shaheen Oil field 2007



Why are there whale sharks in the Al Shaheen oil field?  

Presentation Title
11 January 

2023

• High concentration of Tuna Mackerel (Euthynnus

affinis) spawn May-October

plancton tow.MOV


Cyclonic currents in the Arabian Gulf – driven by heat 
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Natural riches within water column

 Platforms function as artificial reefs, provide shelter and feeding grounds 

 No fishing allowed in safety zones and no net fishing in the area
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VIDEO 06:14 
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Sightings Ad-Hoc

 Since 2017 NOC transition some 
reports

 In particular due to older WS 
project, NOC’s commitment to 
begin the project and start 
monitoring

 Focus on State of Qatar and NOC
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Wildlife of the Al Shaheen - Spot. Report. Protect

 NOC could not do 
environmental monitoring 
during lockdown 

 NOC key stakeholder State of 
Qatar Ministry of Environment 
(MME)

 Launched Wildlife of the Al 
Shaheen 

 To Spot marine wildlife whilst 
offshore.

 Report at ALSWildlife@noc.qa

 The data shall go towards NOC 
assisting in Protecting wildlife.
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Easy to use ID guide and 
other posters 

Intranet and button to 
report 

Rolled in out with 
presentations to each 
department on and 
offshore. 

Dedicated email; 
respond to each sighting
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Wildlife of the Al Shaheen 
Spot. Report. Protect
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Wildlife of the Al Shaheen - Spot. Report. Protect
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Since the Sightings launch at beg May 2020
Spot. Report. Protect

 Total of 55 sightings this year, at least 
doubled previous years

 Sightings included Whale Sharks; Sharks 
and Rays; Turtles; Different Dolphin 
Species and Whales

 Important discoveries to science; 
presence of species; behaviours and 
habitats - Rays feeding on platforms legs; 
Whale sharks in other areas not seen 
before.

Update of the intranet per quarter and 
report to MME

 End of year Wildlife of the Al Shaheen 
online Award’s and competition for the 
best sighting per quarter. 
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Since the Sightings launch at beg May 2020
Spot. Report. Protect
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Wildlife of the Al Shaheen - Spot. Report. Protect



Thank You


